HERE WE ARE PROJECT AT CAIRNDOW



Report on site visit 15th January 2010; Tom Addyman, Dot Chalmers, Tanja Romankiewicz

1.
Introduction

Tom Addyman and Tanja Romankiewicz of Addyman Archaeology undertook an analytical assessment of six buildings within Kilmorich parish at Cairndow, near Inveraray, Argyll.  The assessment will feed into the Our Homes – Their Stories project, part of the Heritage Lottery funded local history initiative being organised by the Here We Are centre at Cairndow (contacts, Christina Noble, Alice Beattie and Dot Chalmers).  The site visit was undertaken on Friday 15th January, 2010.

The purpose of the exercise was to undertake an outline analysis and photographic record of a selected group of properties of varying age, state of preservation and function.  The examination of each building involved a written description by Tom Addyman, based upon narration into a dictaphone on site.  This test was transcribed, added to and formatted into the present report.  A digital photographic record with general shots of each property and significant individual details was undertaken by Tanja Romankiewicz.  The images are sent as an accompanying attachment to this report.  The site visits were arranged by Dot Chalmers, who also accompanied on the day.  By this means many additional details of the community’s history, notes about the occupants of each property and details of the history of the buildings themselves (particularly later modifications) was also recorded.

Note : although the general alignment of the head of Loch Fyne is SW/NE, with the majority of building orientations within the parish naturally respecting this axis, for the practical purposes of the following descriptions this is given as an E/W axis of the loch (thus N and S sides of the loch, etc.).

6.
Stalkers Cottage

i.
General

This cottage lies a little bit further to the east/south-east of Glen Fyne Lodge, on the opposite (south) side of the road.  It was originally a small estate cottage of single storey and three bay plan with its principal frontage facing the road to the north and its back to the River Fyne to the south.  It has a double-pitched, slated roof, and a single chimney remaining to the west.  The building has been substantially extended by the addition of a porch to the main entrance, a further bay to the west, and a large lean-to extension to the north.  
ii.
Exterior

The north frontage was of tripartite arrangement, with a central entrance and window on either side.  Of the latter the eastern window still survives though it has been reduced by the raising of the sill, and a modern window has been put in; the original sill stone can still be seen.  The western window was substantially widened, particularly on its western side; the original sill stone is still visible below.  The quoinings, dressings of the surviving window are all of roughly hewn stone.  
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Plate 46 and 47 – North elevation of original cottage and modern porch.
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Plate 48 and 49 – Windows in original front façade of cottage (NE window to left; NW window to right).
The surviving pointing detail of the frontage is fairly flush pointing with horizontal ruling-out.  The east gable wall is rendered.  A projecting wall footing course can be seen.  Only part of the original rear elevation is exposed at the E end; this has a similar pointing detail as on the north.  Within this short wall section survives an original window opening; again this contains a modern window.  The opening itself was previously a little bit longer, the sill having subsequently been raised.  
The lean-to extension to the rear is flat roofed, almost as deep as the cottage itself and of relatively recent, mid- 20th century, date.  This is harled and painted white but appears to be of cement block-work construction.  There is a small window at the north side of its east wall and three small windows, equally spaced, facing the river to the south.  The sills of these windows are formed of terracotta tiles.  There is a similar smaller window at the north side of the west elevation.  The west wall of the rear extension also contains what has clearly been an entrance, off-set to the S.  This is now blocked but the step to the entrance still visible externally.  
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Plate 49 and 50 – Modern extension to rear off cottage; detail of former entrance (right)

The westward extension of the original cottage appears to be earlier than the rear lean-to but obviously secondary to the cottage itself.  The westwards extension is also harled over and painted white; the apex to the gable contains no chimney.  This seems simply to have been the addition of a further room.  In the west gable there are two windows, both modern.  The extension to the main cottage was to add a kitchen to the pre-existing building.  In the north elevation there is a further window.  All of these kitchen windows externally have tiled sills.  The windows within are more recent than that - 2009.  
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Plate 51 and 52 – Western extension to original cottage, modern extension to rear.
The porch added to the centre of the north side of the original cottage is simply built.  The door facing west, varnished wood, glazed panel above, framed.  The porch has a mono-pitch, felt-tiled roof and there is a small window in the north side of the porch.  Two granite steps up lead up to a modern door within the original front entrance, the interior of the porch is lined with hardboard.  
iii.
Interior

The cottage has been systematically modernised within and lined out with new plasterboard and partition linings, ceilings etc.  The main entrance goes into a narrow hall and immediately to the west there is an entrance into the living room.  All the main rooms have a simple cavetto cornice above, plain skirting’s and plain architraves with wraparound at the corners, and hardboard doors within.  
In the west wall of the living room there had been a fireplace which has recently been removed and replaced with a cast iron wood-burning stove.  The room has a broad picture window to the north.  An entrance at the north end of the west wall leads into the secondary kitchen extension.  This has a fitted kitchen, cavetto cornice, small loft hatch above, cork tiled floor.  There is a small cupboard at the south-west angle, a little larder.  The kitchen appears light and airy.  There are scars on the wall, particularly on the west, which indicate that there had been a partition.  This was taken out relatively recently.  The kitchen had formerly only occupied the northern part of this area, the remainder to the south had apparently been a shed.  
Towards the rear of the entrance hall is an entrance off to the east into the other principal room within the early range.  A plain boarded door leads into the interior, this is a bedroom which includes a wall cupboard to the west with windows to the south, east and north.  The room has simple detailing as we have described for the other ground floor rooms.  Whether there had been a second fireplace as maybe likely in the east gable wall is no longer clear because of the renewal of the linings.  At the north-west corner of the narrow hall area is a narrow linen cupboard, framed in.  
At the south end of the hall there is a simple entrance into the rear extension.  The latter is planned with an east/west axial passage that leads to three rooms, the first two off the south side of the passage and the final one to the west end of the passage.  These are respectively a store room/study, a child’s bedroom and a bathroom.  The bedroom has a fitted wall cupboard in the centre of its north side.  The bathroom occupies the north-west angle of the rear range and the bedroom wraps around this and also occupies the north-east angle of the range at the point where there was an external entrance to the west.  Clearly there has been some subsequent rearrangement of the internal plan.  The interiors of the rear range are all of similar detail in their finishing with simple cavetto cornice, plain skirting’s and architraves.  These details have a rounded angle.  Windows have been renewed very recently, 2009, throughout the building.  
Along the north frontage a path is formed of concrete slabs.  There is a small garden patch corresponding to the width of the original cottage, this bounded by a holly hedge and some evidence of beds within.  At the north-west angle of the hedge there is a mature rowan tree.  The property is bounded by a small burn beyond its north perimeter.  The field leads to a house.  Historic pictures showing haymaking confirm that this was a rich meadowed area. 

To the west of Stalker’s cottage there is a small garden compound at the confluence of the small burn and the River Fyne.  The garden walls are of dry stone dyke construction using rounded river cobbles and fieldstone with larger rounded copes.

